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Building Object Collection

By Aldo Colonetti 

Mario Cucinella’s “Building Object” comes from very far; we can say that its’ deeply rooted in the culture of the 
Bauhaus movement, which celebrates this year its centenary.
Being an internationally renown architect that works all around the world as Mario Cucinella doesn’t mean to 
shut your eyes and mind to your ambition of expanding the limits of the profession; it determines the need to look 
yourself around continuously, feeding your mind with experiences that even if related with materials with which 
architecture is built, are not directly connected to its technical knowledge.
Art means opening up to possible worlds, irreplaceable reference for any learning and design path; this is where 
the remarkable modernity of the Bauhaus philosophy lies and in this collection it focuses on the fundamental 
role of the “workshop”. “Building Object” collection is realized together with master glass, marble, solid wood, 
ceramics, terracotta, brass, steel and fabric craftsmen.
Mario Cucinella didn’t draw objects with just a ritual and functional identity; each design takes inspiration from 
a formal or structural element of a specific architecture. The final results make the reference partly recognizable 
and melted within a coherent and organic expressive research for some aspects parallel and for others conver-
gent with the architect’s daily work.
They are “unique pieces” where each material is used and modelled according to both its expressive potential 
and as a figure of speech, in this case the synecdoche: a part of something that stand in for the whole. A design 
detail or a constructive choice always represent an aesthetic and symbolic option, such as the transfer of a ma-
terial from one application to another, or the unexpected combination between different architectural languages 
within the same project.
Obviously, all the pieces of this collection (which I believe is destined to keep growing following the wish of 
Cucinella to explore the infinite applications of other materials) are out-of-scale but not simply because they are 
“small models” of something built but also and mainly because they have their own “disciplinary” autonomy 
through which to observe with different eyes, in a different time and in a different space, architectures that 
already form part of our memory.
“Building Object” is also the result of an extraordinary development of production processes based on techno-
logical innovation (where 3D printing plays a fundamental role) that never forgets what we inherited from Bau-
haus: it’s the “humanistic” and conceptual dimension that transforms every object into a “shape” that doesn’t 
just speak for itself but, as written by Kandinsky, “is capable of evoking memories of what they were and of 
stimulating new and peculiar combinations”.
These works by Mario Cucinella remind us where they come from but at the same time they offer new points 
of view and unexpected “combinations”, leaving to each one of us the dialogue with each single design as well 
as the possibility to build our own Ariadne’s thread following a path of discovery made by infinite intermediate 
stages.

Mario Cucinella, Hon FAIA, Int. Fellow RIBA 

Mario Cucinella is the founder of Mario Cucinella Architects.With over 20 years of professional practice, MC 
A has gained a wealth of experience in architectural design, focusing on sustainability and the environmental 
impact of buildings.Mario Cucinella received the highly coveted International Fellowship from the Royal Institute 
of British Architects (RIBA) in 2016 and the prestigious Honorary Fellowship Award from the American Institute 
of Architects (AIA) in 2017. In 2017, he also branched out to design, collaborating with Italian companies of 
excellence, such as iGuzzini for whom he has designed various ranges of lighting fixtures, including the Woody 
collection.
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“They were thorns that 
pierced my soul and 
turned into flowers” 
- Alda Merini

Made by 
Vetreria artistica 
Archimede Seguso

Material
Black amethyst 
Murano blown glass

The Murano glass Acanta vase is a reinterpretation 
of the impasto and bucchero pottery collection that 
will be showcased at the Etruscan Museum in Corso 
Venezia, Milan. The museum, owned by the Luigi Rova-
ti Foundation and designed by Mario Cucinella Archi-
tects, is currently under construction. 
The spikes on the handles of the Etruscan artefact are 
now covering the whole surface, creating a “vase of 
thorns”. The blown glass technique makes every vase 
a unique piece.

Inspired by 
Vase from the 
pottery collection of the 
Etruscan Museum 
in Milan, Italy

Acanta Vase 
Sketch by
Mario Cucinella
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“Many hands 
make work light”
- John Heywood

Made by 
Vetreria artistica 
Archimede Seguso

Material
Murano blown glass

The Murano glass 4Ku vase draws inspiration from a 
Green School designed for the Middle East.
The vase recalls the structure of the building and con-
sists of four supporting cylinders and a curved plate 
that conveys the water poured into it. The blown glass 
makes every vase a unique piece.

Inspired by 
Green School
in the Middle East

4Ku Vase 
Sketch by
Mario Cucinella
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“I’d rather have roses 
on my table than 
diamonds on my neck”
- Emma Goldman

Made by 
Vetreria artistica 
Archimede Seguso

Material
Murano blown glass

The Murano glass π Ku vase draws inspiration from a 
Green School designed for the Middle East.
The vase recalls the structure of the building and con-
sists of a supporting cylinder and a round hollow plate 
that holds whatever is placed inside of it. The blown 
glass makes every vase a unique piece.

Inspired by 
Green School
in the Middle East

π Ku Vase 
Sketch by
Mario Cucinella
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“Enthusiasm is the pillar around 
which we can move freely 
and express our creativity”
- Romano Battaglia

Made by 
Vetreria artistica 
Archimede Seguso

Material
Murano blown glass

The Murano glass Ku vase draws inspiration from a 
Green School designed for the Middle East.
The vase recalls the structure of the building and con-
sists of a supporting cylinder and a curved plate that 
conveys the water poured into it. The blown glass ma-
kes every vase a unique piece.

Inspired by 
Green School
in the Middle East
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“Life is a full circle, 
widening until it joins the 
circle motions of the infinite” 
- Anaïs Nin

Made by 
Rino Greggio 
Argenterie 

Material
Polished brass

The brass KNK centerpiece draws inspiration from 
the Kwame Nkrumah Presidential Library that rises 
near Lake Volta, in Ghana. The project was donated 
to Samia Nkrumah, the daughter of Kwame Nkrumah, 
who led Ghana to independence in 1957. 
Today, Samia chairs the Convention People’s Party, 
the political party founded by her father. This library 
is intended to be a knowledge hub and will serve as a 
catalyst for society and a driving force for social inno-
vation. 
The three-level centerpiece is made of polished brass 
and recalls the external architecture of the building. 
For every level, the arched strips are welded one by 
one to the round base and then polished, creating a 
precious centerpiece.

Inspired by 
the Kwanie Nkrumah 
Presidential Library, 
Ghana

KNK centerpiece 
Sketch by
Mario Cucinella
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“Each triangle has 
its spiritual fragrance”
- Michele Emmer

Made by 
De Castelli 

Material
Demarea iron

The OAS centerpiece recalls One Airport Square, the 
mixed-use building located in the commercial area of 
Airport City in Accra, Ghana. 
The iron centerpiece features the same angular shapes 
that wrap the building, creating a game of solid and void 
between the various components.
The DeMarea iron finish is made with multiple manual 
oxidations that create a “watercolor” effect recalling 
breaking waves.

Inspired by 
One Airport Square,
Accra, Ghana

OAS centerpiece
Sketch by
Mario Cucinella

Photo Credit: Fernando Guerra
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“Don’t let them round you off. 
Defend your edges. 
Be unpredictable: think oval”
- Flavio Pagano

Made by 
De Castelli 

Material
Burnished iron 

The burnished iron Pieve centerpiece draws inspira-
tion from the music school of Pieve di Cento (Bo), who-
se architectural language is deeply rooted in the town’s 
musical tradition. 
The overlapping elliptical shapes that recall the buil-
ding’s roof are the most iconic element of this center-
piece. The handcrafted finish was specifically created 
for indoor use and consists of various stages: oxidation, 
brushing (to create the “scratched” effect) and transpa-
rent coating.

Inspired by 
the House of Music, 
Pieve di Cento (Bo), Italy

Pieve centerpiece
Sketch by
Mario Cucinella

Photo Credit: Moreno Maggi
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“But he who dares not grasp 
the thorn should never crave 
the rose”
- Anne Bronte

The Murano glass Batos vase is a reinterpretation of 
the impasto and bucchero pottery collection that will be 
showcased at the Etruscan Museum in Corso Venezia, 
Milan, Italy. The museum, owned by the Luigi Rovati 
Foundation and designed by Mario Cucinella Architects, 
is currently under construction. The three spikes on the 
handle create an optical illusion of brightness and con-
trast with the sinuous shape of the glass cup. The blown 
glass makes every vase a unique piece.

Inspired by 
Batos Vase from the 
pottery collection of the 
Etruscan Museum in 
Milan, Italy

Made by 
Vetreria artistica 
Archimede Seguso

Material
Murano blown glass
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“Thoughts like origami are crea-
ted out of nothing. 
I process them in different 
shapes until what’s left remains 
fixed in mind like a nice 
paper sculpture”
- Anonymous

Made by 
De Castelli

Material
Polished and satin brass 

The brass Apax centerpiece recalls the Home for Pe-
ace, the project donated to the City of Peace Foundation 
for Children, established by Nobel Peace laureate Betty 
Williams in the Basilicata region. Home for peace aims 
at ensuring refugees reception and integration. 
The Apax centerpiece develops from a single sheet bent 
with the origami technique to create the shape of a but-
terfly. The inside is made of polished brass and the out-
side of satin brass, making it look like a double-sided 
material.

Inspired by 
the Home for Peace, 
near Matera, Italy

Apax centerpiece 
Sketch by
Mario Cucinella
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“Dance is architecture 
in motion”
- Jérôme Touzalin

Made by 
WASP

Material
Black clay,
linseed oil 

The Guastalla vase recalls the sinuous shapes of La 
Balena nursery school in Guastalla (Re). The body of this 
3D printed vase is made of black clay and is created by 
rotating and vertically translating the building’s cross-
section. 
Shaping a material that the earth gave us millions of 
years ago with state-of-the-art technology such as 3D 
printing, creates a special bond between the past and 
the present. The black color is obtained from the linseed 
oil finish.

Inspired by 
la Balena nursery school in 
Guastalla (Re), Italy

Guastalla Vase 
Sketch by
Mario Cucinella

Photo Credit: Moreno Maggi
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MCV container
Sketch by
Mario Cucinella

“Curiosity is the clay from whi-
ch all knowledge is formed”
- Mark Evanier

Made by 
WASP

Material
Black clay,
linseed oil 

The 3D printed MCV container is made of black clay 
and draws inspiration from the Luigi Rovati Foundation 
Museum. The museum, designed by Mario Cucinella 
Architects, is currently under construction in Milan.
Shaping a material that the earth gave us millions of 
years ago with state-of-the-art technology such as 3D 
printing, creates a special bond between the past and 
the present. The black color is obtained from the linse-
ed oil finish.

Inspired by 
the Etruscan Museum 
in Milan, Italy



“Neighbors should be like 
rooftiles, giving water 
to each other” 
- Giovanni Verga

The Tai vase recalls the architecture of the Taichung 
City Cultural Center in Taiwan. 
The vase is 3D printed and made of black clay. Shaping 
a material that the earth gave us millions of years ago 
with state-of-the-art technology such as 3D printing, 
creates a special bond between the past and the pre-
sent. The vase consists of four intersecting containers 
that leave the common parts visible. The black color is 
obtained from the linseed oil finish.

Inspired by 
the Taichung City 
Cultural Center, Taiwan

Tai vase 
Sketch by
Mario Cucinella

Made by 
WASP

Material
Black clay,
linseed oil 



“Today, the morning sky is per-
fect, a joyful air bubble” 
- Sergio Solmi

Made by 
Vetreria artistica 
Archimede Seguso

Material
Murano blown glass

The Murano glass Bala vase is a reinterpretation of 
the impasto and bucchero pottery collection that will 
be showcased at the Etruscan Museum in Corso Ve-
nezia, Milan. The museum, owned by the Luigi Rovati 
Foundation and designed by Mario Cucinella Archi-
tects, is currently under construction. 
Four stylized birds at the base support the glass bowl, 
giving it a fairy-tale feel. 
The blown glass makes every vase a unique piece.

Inspired by 
Vase from the 
pottery collection of the 
Etruscan Museum 
in Milan, Italy

Bala Vase 
Sketch by
Mario Cucinella



“There’s nothing more neces-
sary for a home than setting 
twelve plates on the table. It 
tells you that everything is fine, 
that there’s plenty for everyone” 
- Maurizio Maggiani

White porcelain stoneware plates made by 
Laboratorio Pesaro

Crystal glasses and jugs made by 
Collevilca 

Brass cutlery made by 
Rino Greggio Argenterie 

The Zoon Etruscan table setting draws inspiration 
from Etruscan artifacts and consists of white porcelain 
stoneware plates, blue extra clear sandblasted crystal 
glasses and jugs, and brass cutlery. Various animals 
inspired by Etruscan paintings decorate the bottom of 
the plates. 
The glasses and jugs stand out for their essential desi-
gn – based on the simplicity of a cylinder – and neutral 
colors. The cutlery recalls Etruscan artifacts and featu-
res thin handles.

Inspired by 
the Etruscan Museum 
in Milan, Italy



“What a fantastic paternity 
that of trees, which are able to 
give to each of their branches 
a path towards the light” 
- Lorenzo Oliván

Made by 
Mariantonia Urru 

Material
Wool and silk

The Flora rug draws inspiration from the ARPAE egio-
nal Agency for Prevention, Environment and Energy, a 
building complex that meets the highest architectural 
and environmental standards. Mariantonia Urru crea-
ted this rug using the pibiones technique, which con-
sists in twisting thick yarn around the needles on the 
loom to create the raised effect of the grains that re-
mind the shape of grapes (pibiones in Sardinian).

Inspired by 
ARPAE Regional Agency 
for Environment and 
Energy, Ferrara, Italy



“Wood is so skin-smooth 
that as you touch it you have 
the feeling of being stroked 
by it in return” 
- Nadeem Aslam

Made by 
Riva 1920

Material
Solid wood

The Etrurio stool is carved from a single block of so-
lid cedar wood and features the distinctive shape of 
Etruscan vases. A fully natural, hand-finished product 
made without any additional treatment. Any move-
ment, crack, or changes to the wood represents the 
natural evolution of the raw material and depends on 
the various environmental conditions.

Inspired by 
Etruscan Stool 



T +39 051 631 3381
info@mariocucinelladesign.com
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www.mariocucinelladesign.com

#MarioCucinellaDesign 
#MCDesign 
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